
1 www.mites.cc - FALL-WINTER 2008-2009MITES-JOURNAL - FALL-WINTER 2008-2009

TABLE OF CONTENTS

MICHIGAN INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION SOCIETY, INC.

 VOL. 69, NO. 1 www.mites.cc FALL-WINTER 2008-2009

Editorial Staff
Michigan Industrial and Technology Education Society

Editor-in-Chief—Richard B. Silet     Advertising Manager—Bill Green
As the official publication of the Michigan Industrial and Technology Education Society, this magazine carries authoritative 
notices and articles about the Michigan Industrial and Technology Education Society.  Otherwise no responsibility is assumed 
for statements of authors.  Any use of fictionalized names that correspond to the names of actual persons is unintentional 
and is to be regarded as a coincidence.  Manuscripts or art submitted to the MITES Journal should be accompanied by an 
addressed envelope for return.  No responsibility is assumed for return of unsolicited manuscripts or art.
Authors:  Write MITES Editor - Richard B. Silet, N859 Gros Cap Rd., St. Ignace, MI 49781 • rsilet@earthlink.net

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Abe Zain
President

502 Sheridan Dr.
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783-1718

(906) 635-5861 (home)
(906) 635-3839 ext 5923

Marvin Gage
President-elect
23518 E. M-86

Centreville, MI  49032
(616) 269-7777 (home)

(616) 337-0300 ext 510 (school)

Tena Twork
Secretary

Hesperia High School
96 S. Division

Hesperia, MI  49421
(231)854-6385 ext.8699

Home: 319 Harbison Drive
Bitely, MI 49309
(231) 745-9148

(231) 250-8522 (Cell)

Cory Gutenschwager
Treasurer

2474 Bowers Rd.
Lapeer, MI 48446-3314
(810) 667-2418 (home)
(810) 245-9350 (school)

Greg Meyer
Convention Chairperson/Past-president

10514 Crockett Hwy
Blissfield, MI  49228

(517) 443-5971  (home)
(313) 274-3832  (school)

gmeyer@resa.net

Bill Green
Commercial Exhibits/Journal Advertising

56261 Bear Lake Road
Hancock, MI  49930-9706

(906) 483-2015 (home)
(906) 337-0311 ext 2203 (school)

wgreen@clk.k12.mi.us

Richard Silet
Journal Editor

N859 Gros Cap Rd.
St. Ignace, Ml 49781

(906) 643-7941 (home)
rsilet@earthlink.net

Lawrence Ridley
Membership Chairperson

1919 Teel Ave.
Lansing, MI 48910-3117
(517) 702-0204  (home)
(517) 224-1373 (school)
Lridley@inghamisd.org

Jasen Filipiak
RAO Chairperson
3404 Every Rd.

Okemos, MI 48864-4308
(517) 203-2329 (home)
(517) 676-9055 (school)
Filipiak1@yahoo.com

Ron Lutz
National Organization Representative

723 S. Meridian Road
Mt. Pleasant, MI  48858-9767

(989) 772-9259 (home)

THE MITES JOURNAL - Vol. 69, No.1
Published three times a year by the Michigan 
Industrial and Technology Education Society.

All members of the Society receive this Journal.
Printed in the U.S.A.

Who We Are and What We’re About….. ............................................Inside Front Cover

Executive Board ..............................................................................................................1

A Letter from the president - Abe Zain ...........................................................................2

Life After Retirement? ....................................................................................................2

MITES 81st Convention “Applied Learning at its Best” - Greg Meyer .........................3

2009 MITES Nominations (for awards) .........................................................................5

Classroom Mini-Grant Application .................................................................................6

College and University Student Scholarship Application ...............................................7

High School Graduate Scholarship Application .............................................................8

Programs of Outstanding Quality Award Application ....................................................9

Program Development Grant Application ....................................................................10

News from Lansing .......................................................................................................11

The Founding of MITES – Nancy Brama .....................................................................12

You Must Be Kidding! ..................................................................................................13

In Memoriam .......................................................................................................... 13-14

MITES/Abrams Committee Meeting – October 2008 ..................................................14

High Lighting Our Members ........................................................................................15

Using the MITES Teacher Resources ...........................................................................16

Great Excitement at the Lapeer West High School Industrial Education Lab!.............16

McCamly Plaza Hotel Reservation Form .....................................................................17

Advertising ............................................................... 11, 18, 19, 20 & Inside Back Cover

MITES Meetings 2008-09 ............................................................... Outside Back Cover



2 www.mites.cc - FALL-WINTER 2008-2009MITES-JOURNAL - FALL-WINTER 2008-2009

A Note From The MITES President
Abe Zain  

December, 2008

I hope everyone had a great holiday season and has returned with a positive outlook for the rest 
of the school year.  It has been a very exciting year so far dealing with the situations regarding 
state endorsements and our standards which many of our members spent a lot of time developing.  
These situations may seem insurmountable to some, but with the hard-working committees of 
MITES, these situations always resolve themselves in a positive way.  On that note, I want to 
introduce you to one of the newest members of our team, Don Olendorf, who is the Legislative 
Liaison we have hired to keep MITES’ issues known to our state leaders.  Our thought, as a 

board, is that he will prevent us from being blindsided by critical changes made by the State Board of Education and their 
many offices. He will keep us abreast of what’s happening and who should be contacted if a situation should arise.  He will 
also work on our behalf to ensure that MITES is seen at the state level as a teacher organization that can offer solutions to 
the challenges affecting our state’s educational system.  

We are a group of intelligent, critical thinking decision makers who apply math and science skills in each of our disciplines 
each day using a hands-on approach.  This is exactly what the state wants from all highly qualified instructors in our state. We 
are not just shop teachers anymore and we need to lose that stereotype if we are going to survive this next era of education.  
We have the skills that can change our nation’s outlook and we need to sell ourselves as the answer.  We need to take this 
seriously.  Our hands-on approach to education is exactly what is needed to develop our future workforce.

Don’t forget to send in your photos to Rick for the upcoming journals.  Also, don’t forget to register for the state convention.  
It’s coming soon... Hope the rest of your school year is great...Be safe and be good.  

Abe Zain
MITES President

Mites  
Convention  

2009

 May 6-9 
Battle Creek

Pre-register now!  
Pre-registration  

saves you money!

Deadline is  
May 1st!

Life After Retirement?
Frank Koehle, former MITES President sent these photos to me the other 
day to prove that he and former MITES president Bill Allender are still 
alive and breathing. After examining the photos this editor believes that 
Frank probably is alive, but thinks that further investigation is necessary 
in Bill’s case.

Bill AllenderFrank Koehle
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MITES 81st Convention “Applied Learning at its Best”
This year’s convention in Battle Creek Michigan is shaping up to be an exiting convention filled 
with great seminars and field trips for members. We will also be offering CEU’s this year with the 
topic being woods. The student project competition will once again be a highlight, along with the 
commercial exhibitors’ area. If you know of any vendors that you do business with that would like 
to be a vendor please past that information on to Bill Green. Please contact your State Senator or 
State Representative and invite them to this year’s convention. Please feel free to contact me with 
any suggestions to make this year’s convention even better. I do need your help in lining up more 
presenters for the conference. If you have a project or procedure that works well for you in your 

class please step forward and share those ideas with all of us. The seminars are only as good as you make them. If you 
have a name of someone who would like to be a judge please give that information to Marvin Gage or myself. I would 
also like to thank Marvin Gage for working with me and taking on this year’s local convention chairman position.

See you in Battle Creek!

Greg Meyer
MITES Convention Chairman

A Note from Convention’s Chair
Greg Meyer

PLEASE CHECK THE MITES WEBSITE OFTEN!
www.mites.cc

ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND INFORMATION WILL BE ON THE WEBSITE  
LONG BEFORE IT APPEARS IN THE JOURNAL OR NEWSLETTER.

MEMBERSHIP, CONVENTION PRE-REGISTRATION, AND PROJECT  
REGISTRATION CAN BE DONE USING THE WEBSITE!

RULES FOR THE COMPETITIONS WILL BE ON THE WEBSITE OCTOBER 1ST!

MITES SENDS IMPORTANT UPDATES AND INFORMATION BY EMAIL.
BE SURE TO KEEP YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS UP-TO-DATE WITH MITES!

Are you looking for a gift for a colleague? Birthday? Chistmas?  
Retirement? ($10)  Former student studying IE in college? 

How about a MITES membership?
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MITES REGIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS (RAO)

RAO Chairman
 Jasen Filipiak School: 517 244-6429 ext 262
 1001 S. Barnes St Home: 517 347-0882
 Mason, MI 48854 Email: jfilipia@mason.k12.mi.us
 (School address)

 2008-09 RAO’s Assistant RAO
Region One
 Lawrence Neely Dave Robinson
 7291 Brace 17101 Hubbell
 Detroit, MI 48235 Detroit, MI 48235
 Home: 313 271-7274 Home: 313 399-4053
 School: 313 866-9550 School: 313 870-3631
 ldneely@earthlink.net D4designs@yahoo.com
Region Two
 Rob Lindsay Dave Mydlowski
 PO Box 9 10002 Carter Ave
 Trenton MI 48183 Allen Park MI, 48101
 Home: 734-612-1426 Home: 313 268-1070
 School: 734-692-4530 School: 313 274-3746
 lindsayr@trenton.k12.mi.us dmydlow@csdm.k12.mi.us 
Region Three
 Glenn Zorn Dave Morelli
 12461 Albain Rd 4725 E. Dunbar
 Petersburg MI 49270 Monroe MI 48161
 Home: 734-269-2180 Home: 734 243-2205
 School: 734-265-3694 School: 734 269-9003 
 zorn@monroe.k12.mi.us morelli@ida.k12.mi.us
Region Four
 Ed Domke Bernie Brown
 1375 N. Charlton Park  331 Nichole St
 Hastings MI 49058 Galesburg, MI 49053
 Home: 269 945-9181 Home: 269 569-0871
 School: 269 948-4409 ext 4529 School: 269 441-8450
 edomke@hassk12.org brownb@harpercreek.net
Region Five
 Walter Wheeler Mike Waite
 68182 Sweet Lake Rd 1420 Nelson Rd
 Sturgis, MI 49091 St. Joe MI 49085
 Home: 269 659-3591 Home: 269 428-2513
 School: 269 659-1550 School: 269 463-4221 x-344
 wawheeler@sturgis.k12.mi.us mewaite@sbcglobal.net 
Region Six
 Joe Churches John Kovalchuck
 17255 Yorktown 22900 Federal Ave
 Macomb, MI 48044 Warren MI 48089
 Home: 586 228-2945 Home: 586 285-5858
 School: 586 723-2880 School: 586 427-0826
 jchurches@cvs.k12.mi.us kovalchuck.john@vdps.net
Region Seven
 James Stuef Heidi Skodack 
 29995 W. 12 Mile Road  32000 Shiawassee Road
 Farmington Hills, MI 48334 Farmington, MI  48336
 Home: 248 393-2747  Home: 248-668-1219
 School: (248) 426-4728 School: 248-426-2733
 james.stuef@farmington.k12.mi.us  heidi.skodack@farmington.k12.mi.us
Region Eight
 Matt Assenmacher
 5439 Mystic Lake Dr.
 Brighton MI 48116
 Home: 810 923-5814
 School: 810 626- 2286 x-3286 
 MatthewAssenmacher@hartlandschools.us
Region Nine
 Eric McCourt Vince Heyser
 West Ottawa High School 401 Elizabeth St.
  Saugatuck, MI  
 616-994-5165 269-857-2133
 MCCOURTE@westottawa.net svheyser@saugatuckps.com
Region Ten
 Robert Wiedyk Mark Schilke
 5039 Deland Rd 5039 Deland Rd
 Flushing, MI 48433 Flushing, MI 48433
 Home: 989-654-5733 Home: 810-659-6125
 School: 810-591-3865 School: 810-591-3845
 robert.wiedyk@flushing.k12.mi.us mark.schilke@flushing.k12.mi.us

 2008-09 RAO’s Assistant RAO
Region Eleven
 Donald Schadd Joshua Burkhard
 2324 N. Lackie Rd.  17893 Dice Rd
 Elkton MI 48731 Hemlock MI 48626 
 Home: 989 269-9049 Home: 989 289-7260
 School: 989 269-9284 School: 989 842-3182 ext 435
 donschadd@hisd.k12.mi.us jcburkhard@gmail.com
Region Twelve
 Clif Lehner Paul Driggers
 9023 S. Isabella 17160 15 Mile
 Shepherd MI 48883 Big Rapids MI 49307
 Home: 989 828-5977 Home: 231-796-8175
 School:989 828-6601 ext 3342 School: 989 775-2210 ext 7000
 clehner@edzone.net pdriggers@mtpleasant.edzone.net
Region Thirteen
 Tim Jones Jeff Hovey
 21600 Hewitt Rd 5253 N. Isabella Rd
 Tustin MI 49688 Rosebush MI 48878
 Home: 231 829-3203 Home: 231 796-7651
 School: 231 829-3841 School: 231-796-7651
 tim.jones@pineriver.org jhovey@brps.k12.mi.us
Region Fourteen
 Tim Bur  
 4771 Orchard Beach Rd. 
 Cheboygan MI 49721 
 Home: 231-625-2710 
 School: 231-627-7191 
 burt@cheboygan.k12.mi.us 
Region Fifteen
 John Morris Scott Morey
 6511 Herkner 736 Webster St.
 Traverse City MI 49684 Traverse City, MI 49686
 Home: 231 941-0877 Home: (231) 409-2055
 School: 231 933-7742 School: (231) 885-1200
 morrisjo@wsh.tcaps.net moreys@mesick.org
Region Sixteen
 Kyle Rairigh Larry Warner
 8921 S. Forrest Side Rd. P.O. Box 278
 Brimley MI 49715 Pickford, MI 49774-0278
 Home: 906 253-1293 Home: (906) 440-5872
 School: 906 248-3218 School: (906) 647-6245
 krair@eup.k12.mi.us  lajawa@aol.com
Region Seventeen 
 Vic Thompson
 1109 N. 18th St.
 Escanaba MI 49829
 Home: 906 786-7374
 School: 906 786-6521
 vthompson@dsisd.k12.mi.us
Region Eighteen
 Bill Green 
 56261 Bear Lake
 Hancock MI 49930
 Home: 906 483-2015
 School: 906 337-0311 ext 2203
 wgreen@clkschools.org
Region Nineteen
 Jeremy Ledford Gary Hanan
 679 Sky Park Drive NE 6105 Sunrise Rd
 Corydon IN 47112 Tell City IN 47586
 Home: 812 738- 9009 Home: 812 836-2861
 School: 812 267-5313 School: 812 843-5121
 ledfordj@corydon.shcsc.k12.in.us hanang@pccs.k12.in.us
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Do you know a MITES member who is deserving of a MITES award?
If so, please contact the chairperson of the appropriate committee listed below with your nomination.

Please read the description and requirements for the award before sending your nomination.

HAROLD J. VAN WESTRIENEN MASTER TEACHER AWARD
Since 1946, the Harold J Van Westrienen Master Teacher Award will be presented to one outstanding master Industrial/

Technology Education teacher in the State of Michigan. The person to be honored with this award is selected by the Master 
Teacher Award Committee of the Michigan Industrial and Technology Education Society.

To be eligible for the Master Teacher Award, a candidate must have taught Industrial Technology education in the state of 
Michigan for a minimum of ten years, been an active member of the Michigan Industrial and Technology Education Society for 
the past three years and nominated by a fellow educator. The qualified candidates are then evaluated on ability to motivate and use 
many teaching techniques. They must show ingenuity in the classroom and demonstrate a well-rounded philosophy in Industrial/
Technology education. A candidate must also have industrial work experience, and been active in professional organizations and 
community activities.

Marvin Gage, chairperson
  23518 E. M-86  616-269-7777 (home)
 Centerville, MI  49032  616-337-0300 ext 510 (school)
  gagemr@kalamazoo.k12.mi.us

2009 MITES Nominations 

EARL BEDELL
PUBLICITY AWARD

Earl Bedell Publicity Award is presented to members 
who have made the greatest contributions in the area of 
public relations and improving the image of Industrial/
Technology Education. Each of the nominees is then asked 
to submit examples of their publicity efforts to the selection 
committee. After evaluating the submitted materials, the 
committee will select the person(s) worthy of the award. 
The award plaque is presented at the Annual Banquet.

Marvin Gage, chairperson
23518 E. M-86, Centerville, MI 49032

616-269-7777 (home)
616-337-0300 ext 510 (school)

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
The Lifetime Achievement Award was created to honor 
a retired member who spent their professional lifetime 
making significant contributions to MITES and our 
profession.

Guy Hart, Chairperson
232 Fairgrove St.

Romeo, MI 48065-4739

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Nominations for President-elect for 2009-2010 are being accepted.
The President-elect becomes President for 2010-2011 and the Convention Chairperson for 2011-2012. The President-elect must 
have been a MITES member for four consecutive years before becoming president and must have served on the MITES Board 
for two of the four years.

Marvin Gage, chairperson
 23518 E. M-86  616-269-7777 (home)
 Centerville, MI  49032  616-337-0300 ext 510 (school)
  gagemr@kalamazoo.k12.mi.us

PAUL M. SHILLING 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

The Michigan Industrial and Technology Education 
Society established an award in 1970 to honor hardworking 
individuals who have made significant contributions to 
promote the goals and objectives of Industrial/Technology 
education through service to the Society. The first recipient 
of the award was Paul M. Shilling. Since then, the award has 
been known as the Paul M. Shilling Distinguished Service 
Award. Paul served the Society in numerous capacities, 
including those of President and Vice-President.

Tena Twork, chairperson
319 Harbison Dr., Bitely, MI  49309

231-745-9148
tworkten@hesp.net 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Honorary Life Membership is awarded to a member or 
person who has contributed greatly to the MITES.

Cliff Durand, chairperson
470 Grace Ave.

Rochester, MI  48307-5102
248-853-0232

pchdurand@yahoo.com
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Michigan 
Industrial and Technology 

Education Society 
       

    Classroom Mini-Grant Application Form 
 
Purpose:  The classroom mini-grant program is an opportunity for industrial 
technology, technology, or career/technology teachers to acquire funds to support 
the creation of new classroom, shop, or lab activities for their students. A 
maximum of $600 could be provided to a teacher for the support and purchase of 
materials, tools, and/or supplies to initiate the activities. 
 
The application must contain the following information:  

(2 page maximum) 
 

1. Complete this application form as a cover sheet. 
2. Typed description of the proposed activity including: 

A.  description of what the students are expected to learn 
      B.  an explanation of why this activity is important 

3. Provide a detailed list of materials, tools, and/or supplies required, the 
associated price of each item, and the total amount being requested. 

4. The request must also include the name of the class or classes expected 
to use the activity and the projected number of students who will be 
involved.  

 
 
 
Instructor:  _______________________________ 
School:               _______________________________ 
School Address: _______________________________ 
City, State, Zip:     _______________________________ 
 
Telephone Number:   ______ - ________ - __________  
Email address:           ___________@_____________________ 
 
Complete this application form, attach the requirements described, and send before April 1 to:  
Steve Hilgendorf, 15550 Jeddo Rd, Brown City, MI. 48416  
                              Awards will be made at the annual banquet. 
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Michigan 
Industrial and Technology 

Education Society 
       
 

    College and University Student Scholarship 
 
Requirements for each level   
 
Freshman level     $500 
Submit a packet including an official transcript, 15 sem hours minimum, and a signed 
program leading to a teaching degree in industrial education. Include your letter of intent 
to become a teacher in industrial education, a letter of recommendation from industrial 
education advisor, and a letter of support from a MITES member. 
 
Sophomore level    $750 
Submit a packet including an official transcript, 45 sem hours minimum, with an overall 
GPA of at least 2.5, and a signed copy of your major and/or minor program in industrial 
education.. Include your letter of progress and intent, a letter of support from an industrial 
education professor, and a letter of support from a MITES member. 
 
Junior level     $1000 
Submit  an official transcript, 75 sem hours minimum, with an overall GPA of at least 2.5 
and a signed copy of your major/minor program in industrial education with a GPA of at 
least a 3.0 in major/minor coursework. Include your letter of progress and intent, a letter 
of support from an industrial education professor, a letter of support from an MITES 
member, and a copy of your letter of acceptance into the teaching program. 
 
Senior level     $1500   
Submit an official transcript, 105 sem hours minimum, with an overall GPA of at least 
3.0 and a signed copy of your major/minor program in industrial education with a GPA of 
at least a 3.0 GPA in major/minor coursework. Include a letter of progress and intent. a 
letter of support from an industrial education professor, a letter of support from an 
MITES member, and a copy of your approval for student teaching in industrial 
education,. 
 
Name:__________________________________________Level___________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________
Telephone Number  ____  ____ - ______  email address________@___________  
 
Complete this application form, attach the requirements for your level as described 
above, and send before April 1 to:   Dr. Ron Lutz, 723 S Meridian Road, Mt Pleasant, 
MI, 48858 or  to committee members: Awards will be announced at the annual banquet. 
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Michigan 
Industrial and Technology 

Education Society 
       
 

High School Graduate Scholarship 
 
 
Purpose: 
 To recognize and encourage outstanding high school students in their pursuit 
of becoming teachers or technicians in careers related to Industrial Technology, 
Technology Education, and Career / Technical Education. 
 
Conditions of Eligibility for a $500 Scholarship: 
 Each candidate must be a graduating senior, who has been admitted to a 
college, university, or trade/technical school and has participated in a MITES 
Convention and Exhibition. 
 
Required Information: 
 Submit a packet including a short explanation of your plans to become a 
teacher or technician, a copy of your admittance, your high school transcript, a 
letter of support from your principal, a letter of support from your industrial 
technology, technology education, or career/technical teacher, a short explanation of 
your involvement in MITES and a wallet size photo. 
  
Name: ________________________________ College/Univ _____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number  _____  _____ - _______ 

email address________________@________________________________  

 
Complete this application form, attach the required information described above, 
and send before April 1 to: 

Abe Zain, 502 Sheridan Dr, Sault Ste. Marie, MI  49783-1718. 
 

Awards will be announced at the annual banquet. 
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Michigan 
Industrial and Technology 

Education Society 
       

Programs of Outstanding Quality Awards 
 
 The purpose of these awards is to recognize students, teachers, 
administrators, and schools that provide exemplary programs in industrial 
technology, technology education, and career / technical education.  Individual 
awards may be made at the elementary, middle school, high school, and career / 
technical levels. 
 
 Criteria for receiving an award will be determined by submitting the best 
and most complete supportive information.  Nominations may be submitted by 
teachers, administrators, or other interested educators. 
 
 Program award decisions will be made by the awards committee and 
approved by the executive board prior to the MITES Convention.  The awards will 
be made at the annual convention banquet. 
 
 This year, with support from the Abrams Foundation, the recipient school(s) 
will receive a monetary award of up to $1000 to be used for classroom supplies or 
equipment for the winning program. 
 
Nomination Form:    (please type) 
School Name:  ___________________________________ Circle One:  EL  MS  HS  CT 
District Name:  _________________________________________  web site:  _______________ 
Address:  ______________________________________________  Phone:  ________________ 
City, State, Zip:  _________________________________________ 
 
Name of Teacher(s):  ____________________________________________________________ 
Email:  ______________@______________    Email:  ________________@_______________ 
Name of Class/Program:  _________________________________________________________ 
Direct Administrator/Supervisor:  __________________________________________________ 
Email:  ___________________@_________________  Phone:  __________________________ 
Superintendent:  _______________________________  Email:  ____________@____________ 
 
Program Description:  Include a general description, course description(s), student 
opportunities, student achievements, class objectives, program goals, photos, etc.  (Please use 
this form as page one of your application and attach additional requested information.)   
 
Letter/letters of recommendation:  Please attach letter(s) of support from your building 
administrator or supervisor to the application.  Send nominations to:  Clif Lehner, 9023 S. 
Isabella Rd.  Shepherd, MI  48883-9320 before April 1. 
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Michigan 
Industrial and Technology 

Education Society 
 
 

Program Development Grant Application Form 
 
Purpose:  

A program development grant is an opportunity for classroom teachers to acquire a 
$1000-1500 grant to innovate, improve and/or expand their industrial technology class offerings. 

 
Your application packet (4 page maximum) must contain the following: 
1. This application form page as a cover sheet. 
2. A description of the classes or program to be developed.  
3. The approximate numbers of students to be effected. 
4. An explanation of the proposed innovative improvement and/or expansion. 
5. A detailed list of the necessary supplies and materials.  
6. A price / vendor of each item, and the total amount of the grant request.  

 
Instructor: _______________________________________________  Grade Level_______________ 

School: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

School Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number  ____  ____ - ______  email address____________@_______________________ 

 
Your Proposal Overview: 

Title of the Proposal: ________________________________________ Requested amount $________ 

A sentence or two description: 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Complete this application form page, attach the requirements described above, and send before 
April 1 to: Dr. Ron Lutz, 723 S Meridian Road, Mt Pleasant, MI, 48858 or to one of the other 
MITES–Abrams Committee members: Cory Gutenschwager  Dennis Harrand, Steve Hilgendorf, Dave 
King, Cliff Lehner, Gene Pierce, Rick Silet or Abe Zain. 
 
Awards will be announced at the MITES Annual Awards Banquet. 



11 www.mites.cc - FALL-WINTER 2008-2009MITES-JOURNAL - FALL-WINTER 2008-2009

MITES has hired a part-time legislative liaison to keep us informed about events and actions 
at the state level that could affect MITES and to ensure that the state’s leadership in Lansing 
understands MITES and recognizes us as a leader in industrial, technical and career education. 
Keep an eye on the MITES Journal and website for updates.

Don Olendorf is a Legislative Liaison for the Michigan Association of Pupil Transportation, 
Michigan Small and Rural Schools Association and The Van Buren Legislative Consortium. The 
Van Buren Legislative Consortium includes Allegan ESA; Bay-Arenac, Cass, Huron, Tuscola, 
St. Joseph, Livingston, Gratiot-Isabella, Ionia and Van Buren ISDs, and their constituent school 
districts. There are 279 districts in The Michigan Small and Rural Schools Association. 

Don grew up in the Chicago suburbs. He attended school in Deerfield, Illinois and graduated from High School at the Leysin 
American School in Leysin, Switzerland. He holds a BS degree from Grand Valley State University and a Masters Degree in 
Educational Leadership from Western Michigan University. 

Mr. Olendorf has worked in public education for over 30 years. He has taught at a K-12 and college level, been an Elementary 
Principal, Tech-Center Principal, Superintendent, and a Foundation Director. He has been working in Lansing since 1999.  
He is a member of the School Management Lobby group.

In addition, He manages the William Carr Olendorf Art Trust on behalf of his family.  http://www.billolendorf.com/

Olendorf is married, has three grown children and five grandchildren. He and his wife Ann live in Saugatuck Township. 

  NEWS FROM LANSlNG

Don Olendorf

Be sure to check the MITES website  
for up-to-date info on membership  

and the project competitions.

Check out the October (maybe November) 
issue of American Woodworker. It has a super 

article on MITES by Dr. Ron Lutz. American 
Woodworker would like to receive other articles, 

projects, etc. from MITES members.  
See the box to the right.

2009 PROJECT REGISTRATION
Begins APRIL 1ST -  at www.mites.cc

DATE CHANGE!
March RAO Overnight Meeting

and Board Meeting has been changed to
MARCH 13th & 14th 2009

McCamly Plaza Hotel, Battle Creek Michigan
ROA Meeting 3/13/2009 7:00pm

MITES board meeting 3/14/2009 9:30 am
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The Founding of MITES
Nancy Brama

The Michigan Industrial & Technology Education Society was 
founded in 1928 for the purpose of promoting industrial 
and vocational education in the State of Michigan, and to 
bring together all persons interested in this field from either a 
teaching or industrial viewpoint.  The Society’s original name 
was The Michigan Society for Manual Arts and Vocational 
Education, but some events prior to 1928 must be included 
in order to understand the need for the organization.  
 
A conference on Industrial Education was held during the 
annual meeting of the Michigan State Teachers Association 
on October 26 and 27, 1920 at the Pantlind Hotel in Grand 
Rapids.  Its purpose was to explain the function of the Michigan 
Vocational Education Laws.  At that time, it was discovered that 
there were no well-defined objectives or course outlines.  A 
committee was set up to rectify the situation and Earl Bedell was 
named the chairman of the group.  This committee reported 
from time to time at the Industrial Education conference of the 
Michigan Schoolmasters’ Club; the conference itself was a part 
of the Michigan Society for Vocational Education, which met 
annually at the same time as the Schoolmasters’ Club.
The courses approved by the committee and published by the 
State Department of Public Instruction were as follows: 
  
Household Mechanics for Junior High Schools and Part  
Time Schools
Building Construction
Electrical Applications in the Home
Elementary Woodwork
Elementary Mechanical Drawing
Elementary Automechanics
 
When the committee had finished its original tasks of setting 
up objectives and formulating the course outlines, it could 
see the need for a statewide organization.  Also in 1927, 
at the executive meeting of the Michigan Schoolmasters’ 
Club, when money was being apportioned for speakers for 
the various sections, industrial education, represented by 
Harold Van Westrienen, was completely ignored.  The reason 
given by the officers of the Schoolmasters’ Club was that 
the money received from the membership of the industrial 
and vocational education people was too inadequate to 
merit a separate meeting.  It was then that the industrial and 
vocational education teachers decided to form a separate 
organization.

 A meeting of about twenty-five teachers was held in Ann Arbor 
in the Spring of 1927.  They agreed that a state organization 
was necessary and recommended that a committee be 
appointed to formulate and perfect plans for a separate 
organization.  By September of 1927, the plans and objectives 
were in place, and by the Spring of 1928, the constitution was  
also prepared and submitted to a large number of teachers 
and directors.
 
On April 27, 1928, a meeting was held with Harold Van 
Westrienen presiding.  The constitution was read and adopted 

and there was an election of officers.  The results were as 
follows:
 President – Harold Van Westrienen
 Vice-President – G. G. Price
 Secretary-Treasurer – Earl L. Bedell

The executive committee also included as directors, the 
chairmen of the Manual Arts and Industrial Education sections 
of the eight districts of the MEA.

The first annual convention was held in the Hotel Olds in 
Lansing on April 25 –27, 1929.  The Thursday program 
featured tours through printing plants, automobile plants 
and foundries.  There was also an informal dinner in the 
Wisteria Room in the Hotel Olds (price $1.00) and round table 
conferences. In the evening, there was a dinner banquet with 
two speakers and a Saturday morning assembly.   And the 
display of tools, equipment and supplies were also a part of 
the very first convention.

It is no secret that this year’s convention is our 81st.  There has 
been a convention each year with the exception of 1945.  That 
convention was to have taken place in Detroit, but just before 
the final papers were signed, it was called off.  The conditions 
of the country at that time were bad and Federal regulations 
mandated that the convention be cancelled.  

In its growth years, the society investigated the possibility of 
holding the convention in schools, rather than convention 
centers.  A committee was appointed in 1935 to research it.  
They concluded that the teachers were so closely confined 
to school buildings during working hours that the end result 
would be a decreased attendance.  However, in 1947, the 
convention was held at Cass Technical High School in Detroit 
and, as was predicted in 1935, there was a decrease in 
attendance.  There were many factors contributing to this 
situation, including the fact that the commercial exhibitors 
were extremely unhappy, but the fact that it was held in a 
high school was the major reason for failure.  Since then, the 
conventions have only been held in convention centers.  

Excerpts taken for the MIES Journals, March 1953 and April 
1968

Mites Convention 2009

 May 6-9 - Battle Creek
Pre-register now! Pre-registra-

tion saves you money!

Deadline is May 1st!
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2009-10  
MEMBERSHIP INFO
MITES is changing the membership 
period so that all memberships run 
from June to June.

Your membership for this year will be 
pro-rated.

Choose the most convenient way for 
you to join or renew:

By mail: go to www.mites.cc for the 
mail-in form.

or On-line: go to www.mites.cc for 
the secure online registration by 
credit card.

In Memoriam
Charles Harju
Retired St. Ignace industrial education 
teacher Chuck Harju passed away in 
April. 

After serving two tours in the navy 
Chuck attended Northern Michigan 
University. He graduated with a teaching 
degree in industrial arts and drafting. 

He taught woods, metals, construction and drafting for thirty-
two years in St. Ignace. He was a true motivator of students. 
The Industrial Arts Club he sponsored was the most active 
student organization in the school. At times more than ¼ of the 
student population were actively involved in club activities such 
as dances, movie night, dinners, picnics, fundraisers, snowmobile 
outings, awards, exhibitions, school improvement projects and 
community improvement projects.

You must be kidding! ______________________
The phone rings during class and a gentlemen indicates a local business would like to make a donation to the Shepherd 
Industrial Technology Department.  That happens often but this one perked the interest.  A representative from 
Bandit Industries indicated they had a car to donate.  This was not the first car donated to the program, but the 
twist was this car was an all original, restored 1957 Chevrolet 4 door hard top. 

The “57” has a small V-8 with a Carter 4 barrel. A two speed automatic transmission with power brakes and steering.  
The car was restored about twenty years earlier and had been in storage since 1989.  Students have been working 
on cleaning up the interior and cleaning chrome.  The brake master cylinder needs a rebuild, the carburetor needs to 
be cleaned, some bumper rust repaired and some of the exhaust 
pipes replaced.

Then it will be ready for a parade. Then the car will be sold and money 
used for the benefit of the Industrial Technology program.

The teacher and students need guidance as we work to bring the 
car back to life.  If someone has the expertise and time to help in 
this project please contact the high school office.

Some other donations recently received by the department are 
$500 to purchase an additional table saw and eighteen hardwood 
logs for lumber to used in the advance woodworking class.  These 
donations show the support of the community for what the 
program does for students.  

2009 MITES CONVENTION AND 
STUDENT COMPETITIONS

BATTLE CREEK - MAY 6-9, 2009
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The MITES/Abrams Committee met in October to review application packets and to select the recipients of grants from the special 
$15,000 award from the Abrams Foundation. This $15,000 grant was recently added to the yearly $25,000 grant provided by the 
Abrams Foundation to MITES. The committee reviewed 54 applications with 15 were chosen to receive $1000 each in 2008. The 
committee was delighted with the number and the quality of requests, and encourages individuals who did not receive awards to up-
date their proposals and resubmit them along with any new applications for the 2009 awards.

The following teachers received grants under the fall  
Abrams Foundation awards program:
Ron Barrons - Tuscola Tech Center Large Format Printer  $1000 
Mike Boman - Bullock Creek H S Industrial Arts Club  $1000 
Joel Flint - Superior Central H S Woodworking Tools  $1000 
Marvin Gage - Kalamazoo Central HS Turning On Learning  $1000 
Clif Lehner - Shepherd High School Science/Ind Tech/Math  $1000 
Greg Meyer - Crestwood High School Powder Coating  $ 910 
Dave Mydlowski - Riverside Middle School Foundry  $1000 
William Ray - Avondale High School Robotics  $1000 
Rick Silet - MITES Journal Camera Display Student Exhibits  $1000 
Tena Twork - Hesperia High School Manufacturing  $1000 
Rich Uhlmann - Bay City Central H S Crosswalk CAD/Wood  $1000 
Robert Wiedyk - Flushing High School Home Repair class  $1000 
Tony Wood - Harrison High School Dual Drum Sander  $1000 
Jim Wrede - Traverse Bay Career TC Automotive Tech  $1000 
Abe Zain - Sault Area Career Center CNC Machining Wood  $1000

MITES/Abrams committee members meeting at Krzysiaks 
Restaurant in Bay City were left to right: Dave King, Cory 
Gutenschwager, Dennis Harrand, Gene Pierce, Ron Lutz 
(chairman), Cliff Lehner, Steve Hilgendorf, Rick Silet.

M I T E S / A b r A M S  C o M M I T T E E  M E E T I n g

Dan Graham, 59, was killed Friday when his vehicle was struck by a semi-tractor trailer just north of Bryan, 
Ohio. His wife, Shari, 60, who also taught at East Grand Rapids Public Schools and worked for the Muskegon 
Intermediate School District before retiring this year, is in critical condition at Toledo Hospital. 

“They both touched so many lives in East Grand Rapids. Words can’t describe the loss we’ve just experienced. 
I’m just in shock,” said school board President Brian Ellis. “He had a great way of seeing though a person’s 
faults and always saw the potential of each student.” 

Graham taught industrial arts with the district for more than 30 years and coached wrestling, golf and baseball. 
He was the first girls’ basketball coach. After he retired three years ago, he returned in a part-time capacity 
as the district’s energy manager. 

As a teacher, “the kids loved him,” said high school Principal Jennifer Fee. “They called him Grambo. He was pretty beloved.” 

Graham started out as a shop teacher, but learned to teach computer-aided design and architecture. “He kept up with technology. He 
moved with the times and kept up,” Fee said. 

After retiring, he came back to the district to head a districtwide energy conservation plan. The district retrained him for the new job, and 
he saved the schools hundreds of thousands of dollars by restructuring operations and reminding staff to turn off lights. 

“The relationship Dan had with the staff and the ability to create new initiatives, you can’t purchase that,” said Superintendent Sara Shubel. 
“He continued to be an incredible asset to us as a district.” 

Reprinted from The Grand Rapids Press

In Memoriam

Dan Graham
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Highlighting Our Members

Mrs. Bethany Phipps is the lead instructor for the Graphic Communications program at 
the Tuscola Technology Center. A former student of the Tech Center, Bethany is thrilled 
to be able to share her knowledge of graphics with young people and see them advance 
creatively and develop marketable skills for the industry. Although this only her second 
year teaching, Mrs. Phipps’ experience in teaching and working with young people is not 
new. “It is truly rewarding when you see a student ‘get it’ and they can then advance. 
It’s awesome!” says Phipps. 

Mrs. Phipps is in her second year as a MITES member. She was very pleased with the 
entries and their results in last years’ competitions, and is looking forward to the 
students’ projects again this year. Competition is familiar ground for Phipps as she has 
competed herself and coached people showing horses on the state and national levels 
in the Pinto Horse Association of America, winning a 2006 World Championship title 
with her horse Ya Spot A Thistle. Since teaching she will resume her amateur card and is currently showing on the Paint 
horse circuit where she and her horse achieved top five year end honors in two events. In addition to the horse endeavors, 
Bethany accepts commissions for equine illustrations and portraits. Her artwork has also been on the covers of many horse 
magazines and original commissions hang in private and corporate collections around the country.

Living in the small rural community of Millington, Michigan, Bethany enjoys spending time with her family. She and her husband 
Kirk have two sons and together they enjoy camping, bicycling and simply spending time together.

Photo credit: Kimberly Eastman

Gary G. Herschell Jr.
My name is Gary G. 
Herschell Jr. and I 
was born and raised 
in Sault Ste. Marie 
Michigan. I’m currently 
a junior at Northern 
Michigan University, 
i n  the  Indus tr i a l 
Technology Education 
Program. I grew an 
interest in Industrial 

Technology by being exposed to many activities that 
involved technical skills, and problem solving from my 
father.  Activities such as welding, construction, auto 
mechanics and carpentry became things that I grew to 
know, love and respect.  Upon graduating from Sault Area 
High School and Career Center, I decided to take the 
knowledge that I had received, to share and encourage 
others to do the same as my father and teachers did 
with me.
While being interested in Industrial classes, I became 
involved with the MITES program starting in the seventh 
grade. MITES is an excellent program for children 
to become involved in.  MITES state competition 
encourages kids to do well in an industrial setting, 
gain ideas, and become more cultured by seeing other 
student’s projects. My success in the Industrial Program 
has been greatly influenced due to MITES support, along 
with the support of my teachers.

Mr. T im Roma in , the 
assistant instructor for 
Graphic Communications 
at the Tuscola Technology 
Center, lives in the quaint 
rural town of Caro, MI. He 
and his wife of six years also 
own and operate Tropic Fish 
& Pets within the town. 

Mr. Romain has been 
teaching for seven years 
at the Tuscola Technology 
Center. With over 20 years 
experience in the printing industry, he chose to put his ability 
to work helping young people expand their knowledge and 
skills in printing and graphics. In addition to teaching Graphic 
Communications, he has also been an asset to Advertising 
Design. With his extensive background in graphics and printing, 
it is no surprise that his favorite subject to teach is graphics.

Involvement with MITES has had Mr. Romain actively assisting 
students to award winning projects for the last seven years. 
From screen printing to offset lithography, Mr. Romain has 
been a vital part of preparing students to be competitive in 
the MITES competitions.

In addition to teaching and operating his pet shop, Mr. Romain 
also is an avid coin and antique collector. 

Photo credit: Kimberly Eastman
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Great Excitement at the Lapeer West High School 
Industrial Technology Lab!
The plasma cutter has arrived! The $1600 cutter was purchased with the 
assistance of $530 from a MITES/Abrams Foundation grant.

Even before the machine was completely connected, students stopped 
and posed for this photo to thank the Abrams Foundation. The students 
from Cory Gutenschwager’s class are: Alex Kooistra, Zack Brown and 
Dennis Makowski.

Plans are under way to mount the cutter to a CAM table. We should see 
some interesting projects and robotics parts coming from Lapeer West 
High School in the near future!

USING THE MITES TEACHER RESOURCES TO ENHANCE YOUR PROGRAM…
SAULT CAREER CENTER DOES IT; SO CAN YOU!
Abe Zain 

This project was taken from the “Teacher Resources” section 
on the MITES web site.  The project spanned three weeks 
outside of the class room and culminated with team power 
point presentations.  One of the teams chair was given praises 
from the LAZYBOY Company via e-mail and digital pictures.  
These teacher resources really showcase our members’ best 

teacher materials which you 
might expect to have to pay for, 
but it’s free for our members.  
Pitch in and donate one of your 
best units to the web site.

All chair designs will go on to be converted so they can be used in our 
cardboard snow classic which is a cardboard sled race held each year at 
our local sled hill.

Using models to teach 
and learn Engineering
For more information or to order  

contact T-Tech 21 at:

ttech21@hotmail.com

(269) 873-1840
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                          Do NOT Return Housing Forms to M.I.T.E.S.  

             McCamly Plaza Hotel 
WELCOMES 
M.I.T.E.S. 

May 6 - 8, 2009 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

A block of rooms is being held in the above name.  If you call in your reservations, you must mention the group name to get your 
group rate.  Please note a credit card is required to make a reservation.  Check-in is 3:00 P.M. and Check-out is 12:00 P.M.   
American Express, Discover, Master Card and Visa are accepted.  The sleeping room rate is $115.00 for single and double 
occupancy, plus 11% tax. Please note that cash paying guests will be required to deposit $25.00 per night at check-in to cover 
phone calls and additional charges such as in-room movies and room service. 
 
 
 
  
Last Name First Middle 
 
   
Street Address 
 
   
City State Zip 
 
   
Work Phone Home Phone 

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION 
Please circle one:  
Mastercard      /     Visa    /   American Express  /    Discover  
 
   
Cardholder Name 
 
   
Card Number  Exp. Date 
 
   
Cardholder Signature 

 
ARRIVAL DATE:       DEPARTURE DATE:        
 
Please indicate the number of rooms needed for each room type: ____Two Queen Beds   One King Bed 
 
Please indicate preferences for these rooms:      Non-smoking   Smoking 
**4 people maximum per room.  Rollaways are available for additional $15 per night.  
 

NOTE:  ROOM TYPE AND PREFERENCE BASED UPON AVAILABILITY.   
THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS A REQUEST ONLY AND NOT     A GUARANTEE. 

 

Reservations can be made by calling our toll free reservation number (888-622-2659) or fax this form to: 
Attention:  Jeremiah Rodriguez at the Front Desk 

McCAMLY PLAZA HOTEL 
269-963-9665 

 

Valet Parking is available for $8.00 a day with unlimited in and out availability.  There is also an attached parking 
garage available to overnight guests at a rate of $4 per night, payable at the garage.  The garage charges $3.50 for any 
time over an hour and recharges every time you exit and re-enter the garage.  

Reservations and rates are not guaranteed after April 14, 2009. 
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FORREST SCIENTIFIC 

PO Box 88
West Hickory, PA 16370

888.327.2974 
248.333.0632  Fax

www.dasi-solutions.com

DEPCO, Inc.
800-767-1062

www.depcollc.com

EDUTRONIX
Toll Free phone: (800) 548-9948 

Local phone: (248) 989-0540 
Fax Number: (248) 989-0547

edutronix.com

info@ edutronix.com

www.g-w.com

Phone: (269) 925-6000  
(800) 253-0570 

fax:(269) 925-2898 

www.heathkit.com

email: info@heathkit.com

Our Commercial Supporters
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www.theparkesystem.com
 

Educationally efficient and desirable 
take home projects.

 
LINES & VIEWS:

 An effective method of teaching. 

North Pacific
Wholesale Distribution

800-252-9301

 

1-800-323-8484 

FAX 708-594-1907

www.paxtonpatterson.com

888-919-0899

www.isaco-tesco.com

www.legoeducation.com

800-362-4308
888-534-6784 Fax

Charlotte  
800-292-5937 
517-543-1660
Toll Free Fax 888-258-5914

Grand Rapids
616-245-9545 
Fax 616-245-9546

www.theworkbench.com

McGraw-Hill Education
800-262-4729

www.mheducation.com

customer.service@mcgraw-hill.com

Our Commercial Supporters
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Service Reproduction
Phone: 1-616-451-2901

Toll Free: 1-800-438-0438

Fax: 1-616-451-9149

www.servicereproduction.com

SOFTPLAN
Steve Sinacola

(248) 933-6643

www.softplan.com

Northern 
Michigan  
University

Delta Community 
College

Using models to teach  
and learn Engineering

For more information  
or to order  

contact T-Tech 21 at:

ttech21@hotmail.com

(269) 873-1840

Kendall College 
of Art and Design

Tel (888) 561-7521
Fax (877) 754-2807
www.torcomp.com

MITES MEMBERS ALERT
Commercial Exhibitors/Vendors that are participating 
need to be patronized by MITES members to keep 
the convention relevant to them. If you are buying 
goods or services from someone other than our 
supporters they should be solicited to participate. 
Please pass on my contact information. [Bill Green: 
Home phone (906) 483-2015, Work Phone  
(906) 337- 0311 x 2203, Cell (906) 281-3715 
wgreen@clkschools.org or whg10776@yahoo.com .

Our Commercial Supporters


