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Letter from the MITES President
Greg Meyer

The holidays are over and the regional competitions are around the corner. This year marks our 80th 
year as an organization. We have come a long way in promoting excellence in Industrial Technology Education 
and Career and Technical Education. Being an all-volunteer organization is what makes our organization as 
strong and unique as it is. It is because of this that our organization has been able to provide great conventions, 
competitions, professional development, student and teacher award recognitions, student scholarships and teacher 
mini grants, just to name a few. We have also been able to do this at a very low cost to you, the members. As 
everyone knows, costs for everything have been on the rise. Our revenues come from memberships, project 
entry fees and convention registration. All of which are very affordable, and are very low for any professional 
organization. As our costs go up we have to look to the future.  As your president, I want to make sure that we 
are a financially sound organization. Our recent costs have outpaced our revenue. The cost of everything we 
do from ribbons to mailings have put us in a negative balance on expenditures. Our fund equity has shrunk to 
a point that if we keep up at this pace in four to five year we will be in the red.  I want to make sure this never 

happens. We have looked at every area and have made cutbacks and found ways to reduce our costs. Unfortunately this alone will not 
be enough. At the November board meeting this issue was heavily discussed making that meeting one of our longest in recent memory. 
The overwhelming opinion that came from the discussions was the need to keep costs down and increase our revenue. When you take a 
close look at our expenses, most of them are associated with our project and student competitions. With this in mind, it made sense to the 
members at the board meeting to increase project entry fees. A motion was made to increase the project entry fee from $1.00 to $2.00, 
and to raise membership fees from $35 to $40 for the 2009 convention.  This would offset the deficit that we have been accruing the 
last few years, and make our organization financially sound. The $1.00 entry fee was instated in 1983 to offset rising costs. The increase 
from $1.00 to $2.00 is still very affordable. It is amazing that we have been able to operate as long as we have on budgeted revenue that 
is almost thirty years old. That says a lot about our organization. Unfortunately the rising costs are out of our control. With a $40.00 
membership, a $75.00 convention registration and a $2.00 project entry fee, we will remain solvent; you will not find this kind of bargain, 
or get as much for your money than you do with MITES.

I would like to thank Dave Even and Dave King for attending the Michigan School Improvement Conference on November 26th in 
Lansing. They represented MITES and talked to many teachers, school administrators, and state officials about the benefits of Industrial 
Technology Education and Career and Technical Education for Michigan students. Dave and Jason King did an excellent job putting 
together a MITES display booth that we can use any time we are asked to present to a group. Abe Zain also did a great job putting together 
a MITES power point presentation that is to be used with the booth. 

Cliff Durand, Mick Serafinski, Larry Ridley, and Jasen Filipiak have been working on the online registration. I am confident that it will 
be up and running for this year’s regional and state competition. Yes, this year, MITES is stepping even further into the computer age. 
This online registration will make record keeping much easier and will save us on printing costs. This capital investment will be well 
worth it.

Once again I ask for suggestions that may help to make our organization better. Please attend one of our board meetings, your voice and 
involvement are the building blocks to our success. 

Sincerely,

Greg Meyer
President 

~ Retirees ~
Free Convention Registration
You need to be either a life  

or retired member.



3 www.mites.cc - fall-winter 2007-08MITES-JOURNAL - fall-winter 2007-08

Mites Convention 2008

May 7-10 - Lansing

Pre-register now!

Pre-registration  

saves you money!

Deadline is April 15th!

WHY I need your email address!

Of the close to 600 MITES members, I appreciate that over 400 of you have provided your email address to the membership database 
in the last couple of years. Ultimately, I would like to have one for every member. The fastest way to communicate important updates, 
information, and MITES related requests is through email. Consider forwarding your email address to me at Lridley@inghamisd.
org, and if you haven’t received an email in the last few months from me, drop me a line to make sure I have your current and correct 
address.
 
MAKE www.MITES.cc your homepage!
    
I have added a great little search engine to the MITES main webpage after a suggestion from David Mydlowski, so now you can set 
the site as your homepage if you so choose.

Give it a try!

NOW is the time to contact your State Representative!

     Check on the MITES main page for a form letter template to contact your State Representative in Lansing about attending the 2008 
Convention in his or her own front yard at the Lansing Center. Also, ask parents and students to write letters as well. We voted them 
into office, now ask for something back. Remind them that it’s local and it’s free!

Not sure who your representative is? Follow this link to find out who and the correct contact information: http://house.michigan.gov/
find_a_rep.asp .
      Thanks for your help!!

MONEY! MONEY! MONEY! and Recognition!

Scholarship applications and MITES Awards forms are all up to date on the website. Look at the possibilities for students and teachers 
available linked on the www.MITES.cc main page!
Money for college, money for classrooms, money for professional development!
Recognition for that person who has made a difference in your region!
 And the deadlines are fast approaching! Don’t miss out!

IASCO
#202 Motor Kit
$3.95 ea.

CO2Cars

10-B Therm-O-Vac #66M Injector Pewter Casting
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Industrial Arts Supply Co.
5724 W. 36th St.
Minneapolis, MN 55416
888-919-0899

WWW.IASCO-TESCO.COM

A Message from the Membership Chairman  
and Webmaster
Larry Ridley
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MITES and the Abrams Foundation      
by Dr Ron Lutz

The Abrams Foundation has made another significant commitment to our students, 
teachers, and future teachers. They have approved a new $25,000 grant for each of 
the next three years. The MITES – Abrams Foundation committee met in Gaylord 
in September to review the approved proposal and to plan for its implementation.  

The new proposal contains six sections as listed below:

High School Graduating Senior Scholarships
  Two at $500 $1000

College and University Scholarships
 Freshman through Senior levels $10,000 

Classroom Mini-Grants
 Maximum $600 each                    $6000

Professional Development Grants
 Maximum $750 each         $4000

Programs of Outstanding Quality
 Two at $1000 each  $2000

Student Awards
 Prepare plaques and awards  $2000

Teachers, look for students with college and university potential and encourage them 
to apply for a High School Graduating Senior Scholarship.  

College and university students are eligible for scholarships ranging from $750 to 
$1500. These funds are distributed directly to the students who are selected for College 
and University Scholarships.

Classroom Mini-Grants are available for teachers who would like to try something new 
with their students and need funds to support their curriculum creations. The application 
process is quite simple and can generate up to $600 for a new curriculum innovation. 

For teachers who would like to attend a workshop or advanced training and need 
financial support, the Professional Development Grant is designed to help you receive 
up to $750 for your professional experiences. 
 
Please review the application forms in the journal and on the website for funds that 
are appropriate for you and your students. The application deadline has been changed 
to March 1 and the awards will be announced at the Annual Awards Banquet at the 
Convention and Exhibition in May. Funds will be disbursed to the recipients in 
September.

If you have questions, call or email any of the committee members which include: Cory 
Goutneslager, Dennis Harrand, Steve Hilgendorf, Dave King, Cliff Lehner, Ron Lutz, 
Gene Pierce, Abe Zain.

Did You Know?
The first Earl Bedell Publicity Award was given during the Ship’s  
Luncheon at the 1966 State Convention in Lansing.  The recipient  

was Russell Maples for his outstanding publicity efforts as  
vocational consultant in the Lansing Public Schools.
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Two time MITES Graphics Arts Grand Award winner 
Amela Mujkic won gold at the Skills USA 43rd 
National Leadership and Skill Conference.

Amela Mujkic, a third year student at Ferris 
State University took first place in Graphics 
Communication, Post-secondary at Kansas City, 
Missouri for 2007. She was the top performer in 
Michigan.

Amela is not new to competing and finishing first. 
She has received many awards for graphic arts 
including two MITES Grand Awards at the state 
convention and a best of show at the national 
Gutenberg Awards.

Amela graduated in 2005 from the Warren Career 
Prep Center and Clintondale Schools. Her graphic 
arts teacher was Mick Serafinski, 2002 MITES 
president and 2004 Master Teacher recipient.

From 2005, Amela Mujkic with her 
Graphic Arts Grand Award project.

MITES BEST KEEPS GETTING BETTER
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2008 MITES NOMINATIONS
Do you know a MITES member who is deserving of a MITES award?

If so, please contact the chairperson of the appropriate committee listed below with your nomination.
Please read the description and requirements for the award before sending your nomination.

HAROLD J. VAN WESTRIENEN MASTER TEACHER AWARD
Since 1946, the Harold J Van Westrienen Master Teacher Award will be presented to one outstanding master Industrial/Technology
Education teacher in the State of Michigan. The person to be honored with this award is selected by the Master Teacher Award
Committee of the Michigan Industrial and Technology Education Society.

To be eligible for the Master Teacher Award, a candidate must have taught Industrial Technology education in the state of Michigan
for a minimum of ten years, been an active member of the Michigan Industrial and Technology Education Society for the past three
years and nominated by a fellow educator. The qualified candidates are then evaluated on ability to motivate and use many teaching
techniques. They must show ingenuity in the classroom and demonstrate a well-rounded philosophy in Industrial/Technology
education. A candidate must also have industrial work experience, and been active in professional organizations and community
activities.

Rick Ranks, chairperson
2099  Warrington                 248-651-0221

Rochester Hills, MI  48307-3773       ranks.richard@vdps.net

EARL BEDELL
PUBLICITY AWARD

Earl Bedell Publicity Award is presented to members
who have made the greatest contributions in the area of
public relations and improving the image of
Industrial/Technology education. Each of the nominees
is then asked to submit examples of their publicity
efforts to the selection committee. After evaluating the
submitted materials, the committee will select the
person(s) worthy of the award. The award plaque is
presented at the Annual Banquet.

Gene Pierce, chairperson
1385 Cleaver Road           989-673-5300

Caro, MI  48723      gpierce@tisd.k12.mi.us

PAUL M. SHILLING
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

The Michigan Industrial and Technology Education Society
established an award in 1970 to honor hardworking individuals who
have made significant contributions to promote the goals and
objectives of Industrial/Technology education through service to the
Society. The first recipient of the award was Paul M. Shilling. Since
then, the award has been known as the Paul M. Shilling
Distinguished Service Award. Paul served the Society in numerous
capacities, including those of President and Vice-President.

Dennis Harrand, chairperson
2773 N. Branch Road

North Branch, MI  48461-9386
810-688-2771

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
The Lifetime Achievement Award was created to honor
a retired member who spent their professional lifetime
making significant contributions to MITES and our
profession.

Guy Hart, Chairperson
232 Fairgrove St.

Romeo, MI  48065-4739
586-752-5675

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Honorary Life Membership is awarded to a member or person who
has contributed greatly to the MITES.

Cliff Durand, chairperson
470 Grace Ave.

Rochester, MI  48307-5102
248-853-0232

pchdurand@yahoo.com

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Nominations for President-elect for 2007-08 are being accepted.

The President-elect becomes President for 2008-09 and the Convention Chairperson for 2009-2010. The President-elect must have
been a MITES member for four consecutive years before becoming president and must have served on the MITES Board for two of
the four years.

Abe Zain
502 Sheridan Dr.

Sault Ste. Marie, MI  49783-1718
906-635-5861

azain@eup.k12.mi.us
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Michigan
Industrial and Technology

Education Society

Programs of Outstanding Quality Awards

The purpose of these awards is to recognize students, teachers, administrators, and
schools that provide exemplary programs in industrial technology, technology education, and
career / technical education.  Individual awards may be made at the elementary, middle school,
high school, and career / technical levels.

Criteria for receiving an award will be determined by submitting the best and most
complete supportive information.  Nominations may be submitted by teachers, administrators,
or other interested educators.

Program award decisions will be made by the awards committee and approved by the
executive board prior to the MITES Convention.  The awards will be made at the annual
convention banquet.

This year, with support from the Abrams Foundation, the recipient school(s) will receive
a monetary award of up to $1000 to be used for classroom supplies or equipment for the
winning program.

Nomination Form: (please type)
School Name:  ___________________________________ Circle One:  EL  MS  HS  CT
District Name:  _________________________________________  web site:  _______________
Address:  ______________________________________________  Phone:  ________________
City, State, Zip:  _________________________________________

Name of Teacher(s):  ____________________________________________________________
Email:  ______________@______________    Email:  ________________@_______________
Name of Class/Program:  _________________________________________________________
Direct Administrator/Supervisor:  __________________________________________________
Email:  ___________________@_________________  Phone:  __________________________
Superintendent:  _______________________________  Email:  ____________@____________

Program Description: Include a general description, course description(s), student opportunities, student
achievements, class objectives, program goals, photos, etc.  (Please use this form as page one of your
application and attach additional requested information.)

Letter/letters of recommendation: Please attach letter(s) of support from your building administrator or
supervisor to the application.  Send nominations to:  Clif Lehner, 9023 S. Isabella Rd.  Shepherd, MI  48883-
9320 before April 1, 2008
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Michigan
Industrial and Technology

Education Society 

High School Graduate Scholarship 

Purpose:
To recognize and encourage outstanding high school students in their 

pursuit of becoming teachers or technicians in careers related to Industrial 
Technology, Technology Education, and Career / Technical Education. 

Conditions of Eligibility for a $500 Scholarship: 
Each candidate must be a graduating senior, who has been admitted to a 

college, university, or trade/technical school and has participated in a MITES 
Convention and Exhibition. 

Required Information: 
Submit a packet including a short explanation of your plans to become a 

teacher or technician, a copy of your admittance, your high school transcript, a 
letter of support from your principal, a letter of support from your industrial 
technology, technology education, or career/technical teacher, a sort explanation  
of your involvement in MITES and a wallet size photo, 

Name: ________________________________College/Univ____________________
Address:______________________________________________________________
Telephone Number_____ - _____ - _____
email address________________________________________________,

Complete this application form, attach the required information described above, 
and send before April 1 to: Abe Zain, 502 Sheridan Dr, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 
49783-1718.

Awards will be announced at the annual banquet. 

Michigan
Industrial and Technology

Education Society

Programs of Outstanding Quality Awards

The purpose of these awards is to recognize students, teachers, administrators, and
schools that provide exemplary programs in industrial technology, technology education, and
career / technical education.  Individual awards may be made at the elementary, middle school,
high school, and career / technical levels.

Criteria for receiving an award will be determined by submitting the best and most
complete supportive information.  Nominations may be submitted by teachers, administrators,
or other interested educators.

Program award decisions will be made by the awards committee and approved by the
executive board prior to the MITES Convention.  The awards will be made at the annual
convention banquet.

This year, with support from the Abrams Foundation, the recipient school(s) will receive
a monetary award of up to $1000 to be used for classroom supplies or equipment for the
winning program.
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Address:  ______________________________________________  Phone:  ________________
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Name of Teacher(s):  ____________________________________________________________
Email:  ______________@______________    Email:  ________________@_______________
Name of Class/Program:  _________________________________________________________
Direct Administrator/Supervisor:  __________________________________________________
Email:  ___________________@_________________  Phone:  __________________________
Superintendent:  _______________________________  Email:  ____________@____________

Program Description: Include a general description, course description(s), student opportunities, student
achievements, class objectives, program goals, photos, etc.  (Please use this form as page one of your
application and attach additional requested information.)

Letter/letters of recommendation: Please attach letter(s) of support from your building administrator or
supervisor to the application.  Send nominations to:  Clif Lehner, 9023 S. Isabella Rd.  Shepherd, MI  48883-
9320 before April 1, 2008
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Michigan
Industrial and Technology 

Education Society 

    College and University Student Scholarship 
Requirements for each level

Freshman level     $500
Submit a packet including an official transcript, 15 sem hours minimum, and a signed 
program leading to a teaching degree in industrial education. Include your letter of intent 
to become a teacher in industrial education, a letter of recommendation from industrial 
education advisor, and a letter of support from a MITES member. 

Sophomore level    $750 
Submit a packet including an official transcript, 45 sem hours minimum, with an overall 
GPA of at least 2.5, and a signed copy of your major and/or minor program in industrial 
education.. Include your letter of progress and intent, a letter of support from an industrial 
education professor, and a letter of support from a MITES member. 

Junior level     $1000 
Submit  an official transcript, 75 sem hours minimum, with an overall GPA of at least 2.5 
and a signed copy of your major/minor program in industrial education with a GPA of at 
least a 3.0 in major/minor coursework. Include your letter of progress and intent, a letter 
of support from an industrial education professor, a letter of support from an MITES 
member, and a copy of your letter of acceptance into the teaching program. 

Senior level     $1500
Submit an official transcript, 105 sem hours minimum, with an overall GPA of at least 
3.0 and a signed copy of your major/minor program in industrial education with a GPA of 
at least a 3.0 GPA in major/minor coursework. Include a letter of progress and intent. a 
letter of support from an industrial education professor, a letter of support from an 
MITES member, and a copy of your approval for student teaching in industrial 
education,.

Name:__________________________________________Level___________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________
Telephone Number  ____  ____ - ______ email address________@___________

Complete this application form, attach the requirements for your level as described 
above, and send before April 1 to:   Dr. Ron Lutz, 723 S Meridian Road, Mt Pleasant, 
MI, 48858 or  to committee members: Awards will be announced at the annual banquet. 



10 www.mites.cc - fall-winter 2007-08MITES-JOURNAL - fall-winter 2007-08

Michigan
Industrial and Technology 

Education Society 

    Classroom Mini-Grant Application Form 
Purpose:  The classroom mini-grant program is an opportunity for industrial 
technology, technology, or career/technology teachers to acquire funds to 
support the creation of new classroom, shop, or lab activities for their students. 
A maximum of $600 could be provided to a teacher for the support and 
purchase of materials, tools, and/or supplies to initiate the activities. 

The application must contain the following information:  
(2 page maximum) 

1. Complete this application form as a cover sheet. 
2. Typed description of the proposed activity including: 

A.  description of what the students are expected to learn 
      B.  an explanation of why this activity is important

3. Provide a detailed list of materials, tools, and/or supplies required, the 
associated price of each item, and the total amount being requested.

4. The request must also include the name of the class or classes expected 
to use the activity and the projected number of students who will be 
involved.

Instructor:  _______________________________
School:    _______________________________
School Address: _______________________________
City, State, Zip:  _______________________________

Telephone Number:   ______ - ________ - __________
Email address:        ___________@_____________________

Complete this application form, attach the requirements described, and send before April 1 
to:  Steve Hilgendorf, 15550 Jeddo Rd, Brown City, MI. 48416  
                              Awards will be made at the annual banquet.
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Michigan 
Industrial and Technology 

Education Society 
 

               PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  GRANT 
 
Have you been thinking about a workshop, technical session, or specialized training 
session you would like to attend but lack the financial resources?  Is there a technology 
camp that your students would like to attend?  Michigan Industrial and Technology 
Education Society (MITES), in conjunction with the Abrams Foundation is offering 
professional development grants to fund such activities on a competitive basis.  Simply 
complete the grant application below and attach the description and budget. Submit by 
April 1st to Gene Pierce, Tuscola ISD, 1385 Cleaver Road, Caro, MI 48723.   
        Grant awards will be presented at the annual MITES Banquet in Grand Rapids. 
 
GRANT  DETAILS: 
 

 Application must be typed. 
 Applicant must be a MITES member. 
 No Equipment or supplies may be purchased with grant funds. 
 Grant will reimburse school district upon submission of receipts. 
 Grant requests to attend the MITES State Convention will not be accepted. 
 Maximum award from MITES will be $750.00 per grant 

If you have questions, contact Gene Pierce at 989.673.2144 or  gpierce@tisd.k12.mi.us. 
 
 Name: ______________      School:     
 
Address:         
 
Phone:        E-mail:   
 
I currently teach the following program(s): 
 
Attach a separate sheet to describe your proposed professional development 
activity:  (Include the sponsoring organization, length of training, location, etc.) 
Describe how the activity will benefit your program and students? 
 
BUDGET:  (On a separate sheet attach. Not to exceed $750.00) 
Registration Hotel:  (max. 

of $100 per 
night) 

Transportation:  
Mileage ($.37 
per mile) 

Transportation:  
Air fare:  (coach 
rate only) 

Meals:  ($45 
per day) 

Other TOTAL 

       

Michigan
Industrial and Technology 

Education Society 

    Classroom Mini-Grant Application Form 
Purpose:  The classroom mini-grant program is an opportunity for industrial 
technology, technology, or career/technology teachers to acquire funds to 
support the creation of new classroom, shop, or lab activities for their students. 
A maximum of $600 could be provided to a teacher for the support and 
purchase of materials, tools, and/or supplies to initiate the activities. 

The application must contain the following information:  
(2 page maximum) 

1. Complete this application form as a cover sheet. 
2. Typed description of the proposed activity including: 

A.  description of what the students are expected to learn 
      B.  an explanation of why this activity is important

3. Provide a detailed list of materials, tools, and/or supplies required, the 
associated price of each item, and the total amount being requested.

4. The request must also include the name of the class or classes expected 
to use the activity and the projected number of students who will be 
involved.

Instructor:  _______________________________
School:    _______________________________
School Address: _______________________________
City, State, Zip:  _______________________________

Telephone Number:   ______ - ________ - __________
Email address:        ___________@_____________________

Complete this application form, attach the requirements described, and send before April 1 
to:  Steve Hilgendorf, 15550 Jeddo Rd, Brown City, MI. 48416  
                              Awards will be made at the annual banquet.

Michigan
Industrial and Technology 

Education Society 

    Classroom Mini-Grant Application Form 
Purpose:  The classroom mini-grant program is an opportunity for industrial 
technology, technology, or career/technology teachers to acquire funds to 
support the creation of new classroom, shop, or lab activities for their students. 
A maximum of $600 could be provided to a teacher for the support and 
purchase of materials, tools, and/or supplies to initiate the activities. 

The application must contain the following information:  
(2 page maximum) 

1. Complete this application form as a cover sheet. 
2. Typed description of the proposed activity including: 

A.  description of what the students are expected to learn 
      B.  an explanation of why this activity is important

3. Provide a detailed list of materials, tools, and/or supplies required, the 
associated price of each item, and the total amount being requested.

4. The request must also include the name of the class or classes expected 
to use the activity and the projected number of students who will be 
involved.

Instructor:  _______________________________
School:    _______________________________
School Address: _______________________________
City, State, Zip:  _______________________________

Telephone Number:   ______ - ________ - __________
Email address:        ___________@_____________________

Complete this application form, attach the requirements described, and send before April 1 
to:  Steve Hilgendorf, 15550 Jeddo Rd, Brown City, MI. 48416  
                              Awards will be made at the annual banquet.
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CEUs 
May 8-9, 2008 

.6 SB-CEU hours 
Cost $20.00 

Topics: 
Technical Sketching for Architectural and Mechanical Drafting 

Introduction to Pro/Engineer 
Introduction to AutoDesk Products 

Three-Dimensional Printing & Scanning 
Ways to Incorporate Structures & Design in your Drafting Curriculum 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Pre-Registration Form SB-CEU  SESSIONS 2008 
 
PARTICIPANT’S NAME:  (PLEASE PRINT)_______________________________________________ 
ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________ 
CITY / STATE / ZIP: __________________________________________________ 
PHONE NUMBER: _______-______-___________ 
 
PLEASE MAIL FORM BY APRIL 25, 2008 
 
TO:  David Mydlowski 
 Crestwood High School 
          1501 N. Beech-Daly 
          Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 

Mites Convention 2008 ~ May 7-10 - Lansing

Pre-register now!

Pre-registration saves you money!
Deadline is April 1st!

~ Retirees ~
Free Convention Registration

You need to be either a life or retired member.
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Jon Fox
Member’s name: Jonathan Fox
Family information: Jon and his wife Gloria have three sons, 
Jon 20, Ben 15 and Justin 12.
Hometown: West Branch
Graduated from Millington High School
Currently teaching at: Tuscola Technology Center
College information: 
  Bachelors in Technology Education from Ferris
  Associate in Drafting & Design Technology from Kirkland   
  Community College
Number of years in teaching: 7
What attracted you to the teaching profession: Jon likes to learn and he likes to share what he learns with others.
Subject areas taught during his/her teaching career: Drafting, Industrial Arts and Carpentry
Favorite items to teach: Drafting and Industrial Arts – He enjoys the variety these two offer.
Number of years associated with MITES: 6
MITES involvement and activities: MITES advisor
How has MITES impacted you and your students: Participation in MITES gives my students a sense of pride in their hard 
work. MITES grants have funded a hydrogen fuel cell trainer and professional development activities.
Hobbies: Building and playing acoustic guitars, and motorcycling.
Other information: Jon is a first year teacher at the Tuscola Tech Center. Gene Pierce, assistant superintendent, tells us 
that Jon is doing a great job at his new school.

Do you know a MITES member that our members should know more about? Send a short biography or 
article about that member. The bio can be in any format. If you would like the format used above, send an 

email to rsilet@portup.com and the Journal will send the template. Don’t forget a photograph!
Send to:

rick Silet
MITES Journal Editor

N859 Gros Cap Road • St. Ignace, MI 49781
rsilet@portup.com

Highlighting 
Our Members
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 The vehicles being produced today cost a lot of money, but their 
longevity has gone from that of 100,000 miles to well over 200,000 
miles with proper maintenance. That is where my program’s new 
flush machine and the Abrams Foundation have come together 
to better the education of my students. As you can see from the 
pictures, my students are engaged in learning the new technology 
and are learning it by hands-on teaching, not just by receiving 
handouts from a book or from the Internet. This is the best way 
to teach your subjects, no matter what subject we are teaching. 
The Abrams Foundation has given us the opportunity to do just 
that with their classroom grants.

So I would just like to say thank you for helping me help 
my students learn the skills needed to become the next great 
generation of automotive technicians that I know they can be. 
Skills like learning how to do a coolant system flush cannot be 
taught just from a book, student need to have the equipment 
available so they can take the written lesson and transform it to 
the hands-on lesson. I urge everyone to take the time to think 
about what their program might need and look at organizations 
like the Abrams Foundation to see if they can help you as they 
have helped me. Any question about how to go about writing 
a grant please feel free to contact me Gerald A Lickey Jr at: 

Crestwood High School
1501 North Beech Daly Rd. Dearborn Heights, 
Michigan 48127 OR
(313) 274-3715 or glickey@csdm.k12.mi.us

The Abrams Foundation Grant At 
Work
Far too often we don’t give credit to the people and/or 
organizations that have helped us over the years teach our students 
through their generosity and support. I would like to take just a 
monument to not only say how their generosity has helped my 
program, but also show everyone the change it has made to my 
program.

 Over the past two years I have had the opportunity and good 
fortune to receive three grants from the Abrams Foundation. The 
first one was as a senior at Central Michigan University, which 
helped me pay off the large debt I accumulated over four years 
of college education. The next two grants I received had a direct 
impact on my program and not only my current students but on 
my future students as well. The first grant helped by giving me the 
funds I needed to attend a convention for automotive instructors, 
which helped me learn new techniques to better serve the needs of 
my students. The second grant was for purchasing new equipment 
for my automotive program at Crestwood High School. The grant 
gave me the funds I needed to purchase a new $1400 coolant flush 
machine from a seller on EBay for only $700.  

Since this is only my second year as an automotive instructor after 
being in the automotive repair business for almost twenty-five 
years, I have a good idea of what skills an entry-level technician 
needs to have. When I left my past career, as a shop foreman at 
a new car dealership, I witnessed firsthand just how hard it is 
to find new technicians with the skills needed to succeed as a 
flat rate technician. That is the reason I am working so hard to 
teach my students not only the required curriculum that NATEF 
has in place, but also how to maintain skills needed to serve 
the needs of customers entering service garages all around the 
country today.
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Things Haven’t Changed, Just the Date

While reading the June 1966 Newsletter, I found 
an article titled “Please Help! 

The Historian at that time was asking the members 
to look for old Newsletters, now called Journals, 
to complete several collections that apparently 
were given to various college libraries.  We have 
not checked to see if that happened or if they still 
exist.  But the reason I brought this up is that John 
Hovis and I, the present Historians, are still asking 
for any memorabilia that you may have to add 
to our collection. Please help us out and check 
your basements and garages.  We are scavengers.  
We accept anything even remotely connected to 
MITES and Industrial Arts Education.

Nancy Brama ~ Historian

I recently had an outstanding experience that I would highly recommend to any technical educator. 
The Abrams Foundation helped fund my participation to the Specialty Equipment Manufacturers 
Association (SEMA) convention last October.

The show is for the lucrative automotive aftermarket and is the second largest convention held in 
Las Vegas every year. (The first being the Consumer Electronics show in January.)

As an electronics instructor, I was particularly interested in the automotive audio section of the show, 
which took most of my time to view. Wherever you turn, no matter if you’re in the transportation 
arena or graphics, there is something of interest for you and your students.

When vendors found out I was an educator they took special care of me. I was given e-mails, phone 
numbers, and addresses to contact for donations, employment and training aids.

At the Rosh Racing exhibit I had the unique opportunity to speak with Jack Rosh about career technical 
education and the advantage it can offer students.

The SEMA show is only for the automotive aftermarket worker and it is very difficult to attend if you 
are not involved in the business. Being education friendly, SEMA has an education liaison person 
who can help you obtain the proper entrance requirements. If you would like to attend in the future, 
contact me or Gene Pierce of the Tuscola Technology Center at 989.673.5300 for more information. 
I am sure you will find this conference rewarding!

MITES Electronics Instructor Attends the 
SEMA Convention in Las Vegas! 

Rich Tinsey,  
Tuscola Technology Center

Our New Web Page For 
Educational Resources and Support 
For Many American Tech Products

Take Your Students To A 
Higher Level

american technical publishers, inc.
Homewood, IL  60430-4600

800.323.3471 • www.go2atp.com

Choose the quality that many 
professionals in the field, and 
in the classroom, have known 
for years... American Tech!

Our textbooks focus on the 
technical skills that are necessary 
for students to achieve a high level 
of performance in the workplace.

Resources are available for 
instructors that provide a 
wealth of information and 
curriculum flexibility.

Historians Note
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~ ~ ALL MEMBERS ~ ~
2008 RULES and ENTRY FORMS

 
Rules will not be printed and distributed this year. All members will need to download  

a set from our website at www.mites.cc. If you downloaded rules prior to  
Nov. 1, 2007 please discard those and download a revised set.

The MITES is computerizing the student project competition. The change in entry forms is  
probably the biggest change that you will experience. This process should be simple  

and actually take less time and effort than the previous form.

Entry forms will also not be printed. All members will be sent a membership number.  
Your membership number will be needed to access the entry blank and then fill-in,  

download and print the entry forms as you need them.

Your membership number will be arriving in the mail soon. Please make sure that your membership 
status, i.e. address, phone number, etc. is up to date. Those members seeking to up date their 
membership information or obtain their membership number should contact Larry Ridley, the 

Membership Chairman at: lridley@inghamisd.org or www.mites.cc or call 517-244 1373.

Important Meeting!
HOW TO REGISTER PROJECTS 2008

Who is the meeting for?
This is the annual RAO pre-convention meeting,  
but all members are invited and urged to attend.

Why?
MITES is changing to a computer based registration and doing  

away with the old “repeat everything four times” forms!

When?
Friday, Feb. 29, 2008, 7pm 

Where?
Radisson Hotel, Lansing

111 Grand Avenue North Lansing, Michigan 48933
Phone: (517) 482-0188         FAX: (517) 487-6646

 The MITES Board meeting is Saturday morning at 9:30.  
All members are invited to stay overnight and attend the board meeting.

I 
M 
P 
O
R
T
A
N
T
 
I
N
F
O



17 www.mites.cc - fall-winter 2007-08MITES-JOURNAL - fall-winter 2007-08

Detroit Public School Teacher Receives National  
Milken Educator Award
October 18, 2007

LANSING, Mich. - Mr. David Robinson, a computer-aided drafting program teacher at Randolph Career and 
Technical High School in Detroit Public Schools, received news today of a $25,000 cash award - no strings 
attached - during a visit to the school from Jane Foley of the Milken Family Foundation, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Mike Flanagan, and members of the State Board of Education as part of the Milken Family 
Foundation’s National Educator Awards Program.

“David Robinson is an exceptional teacher and leader.” Flanagan said. “He seeks out learning opportunities 
for his students. He is a great role model for all students.”

From the state capital, Governor Jennifer M. Granholm said: “I feel honored to recognize David as an 
outstanding Michigan educator, a teacher who is always striving to give more to his students” said Granholm. 
“I think of Michigan’s dedicated teachers as heroes and see David Robinson as a hero among heroes.

Robinson is one of only 80 teachers nationwide this year to receive the Milken National Educator Award, 
dubbed the “Oscars of Teaching” by Teacher Magazine. This marks the 21 st anniversary of recognizing 
excellence in education by the Milken Family Foundation.

Research shows that the single most important school-based factor impacting student achievement is having 
a talented teacher in the classroom. The difference between an effective and ineffective teacher can be a full 
grade level of student achievement in a single year.

Award Criteria

Unlike most teaching awards, the Milken National Educator Awards have no formal nomination or application 
process. Without their knowledge, educators are recommended for this prestigious honor by a blue-ribbon 
panel appointed by each state’s Department of Education.

Candidates for the Milken Educator Awards are selected on the basis of the following criteria:

. Exceptional educational talent as evidenced by effective instructional practices and student learning 
results
 in the classroom and school;
. Exemplary educational accomplishments beyond the classroom that provide models of excellence for the

profession; . Strong long-range potential for professional and policy leadership; and . Engaging and 
inspiring presence that motivates and impacts students, colleagues and the community.

Recipients are presented with their unrestricted $25,000 award checks at the spring Milken National Education 
Conference in Los Angeles, California

For more information about the Milken Educator Awards, and the surprise notification events held throughout 
the United States, please access the Milken Family Foundation website at www.mff.ora or contact them at 
310-570-4775.

Copyright @ 2007 State of Michigan

Re-printed with the permission of the Michigan Department of Education.
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Michigan’s Auto Industry and CMU’s New Vehicle Engineering Design 
Technology (VEDT) Major

John G. Nee     Albert A. Zainea   David L. Johnson
Professor Emeritus    Director, Undergraduate  Manager, Undergraduate Programs
Department of Engineering and Technology Off-Campus Programs  Off-Campus Programs
Central Michigan University   Central Michigan University Central Michigan University

Introduction
In the October 9, 2006, issue of Business Week (p. 54) David Kiley wrote in the “Autos”  
section editorial that Motown is fast becoming an automotive design/engineering mecca.  
He listed the Michigan locations of domestic and non domestic design centers:
             
Chrysler (formally DaimlerChrysler) - Auburn Hills areas 
General Motors Corporation - Detroit areas
Ford Motor Company - Dearborn areas 
Nissan - Farmington Hills 
Suzuki - Wixom 
Hyundai - Ann Arbor
Kia - Ann Arbor 
Toyota - Ann Arbor (York Township)
             
It is increasingly obvious that the Detroit-to-Ann Arbor corridor is becoming and will be a hotbed for automotive design and engineering. Even 
Chinese automakers are here currently searching for design/engineering resources—people and facilities. Add to this growth the number of 
part suppliers needed in the region and it becomes obvious that the opportunities are great. There are thousands—yes thousands of design/
engineering/technical positions in Michigan supporting the growth of auto companies. David E. Cole, Chairman of the Center for Automotive 
Research in Ann Arbor states in the same article that “Tech jobs tied to real intellectual capital in the auto industry have a great future at the 
Big Three and their competitors….” 

CMU’s Response
So, the design of vehicles has long been a major career path in Michigan.  The design of our domestic vehicles has and is continuing to be 
a large employing segment in Michigan—as well as numerous other locations throughout the country.  Now many non-domestic automakers 
are building or expanding production facilities throughout the country.  In order to support this expansion there has been the development of 
newly updated design, research and engineering facilities throughout the country.

The Department of Engineering and Technology has cooperated in the development of a VEDT major through a special relationship with 
CMU’s Off-Campus Programs.  The degree program allows students to complete their first two-years of study at the Mount Pleasant campus 
and to finish their degree with two-years of advanced study at a CMU Extension site.  The faculty are seasoned automotive professionals and 
many are currently working within the industry. The students will receive advising from both campus and off-campus counselors.

Vehicle Engineering Design Technology Major
BS degree
This major prepares students for employment in vehicle design within the automotive industry and has an emphasis in Vehicle Architecture 
and Systems.  Additional program components include related areas of Lean Manufacturing Operation, Quality/Value Methodology, Process 
Planning, End-of-Life Vehicle Planning, and Material Database Systems.  Interested students should meet with an academic advisor 
before enrolling in any CMU courses.  All students pursuing a major in Vehicle Engineering Design Technology must complete the English, 
mathematics, and science courses listed below.  These courses may also be used to fulfill University Program, Competency, and/or other 
degree requirements.  Students will complete a team-based 16-week Vehicle Design Capstone, which requires a prerequisite enrollment 
interview and an exit knowledge exam.

Required Courses I (15 hours) Required Courses II (18 hours) 
English, Mathematics and Science Design Technology Core
ENG 303 – Technical and Professional Report Writing 3(3-0) IET 154 – Engineering Design Graphics 3(2-2)
MTH 130 – Pre-Calculus Mathematics 4(4-0) IET 379 – Mechanics of Materials 3(3-0)
PHY 130 – College Physics I 4(4-0) IET 428 – Manufacturing Quality 3(3-0)
PHY 170 – College Physics Laboratory I 1(0-2) TEC 222 – Introduction to Computer-Aided Technology for  
STA 282 – Introduction to Statistics 3(3-0)    Vehicle Design 3(2-2)
 TEC 322 – Intermediate Computer-Aided Technology for 
    Vehicle Design 3(2-2)
 TEC 324 – Finite Element Modeling and Analysis 3(2-2)
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Required Courses III (21 hours) Required Courses IV (3 hours)
Vehicle Design Core Vehicle Design Capstone
TEC 326 – Vehicle Systems and Design Requirements 3(3-0) TEC 459 – Vehicle Design Analysis and Integration 3(3-0)
TEC 327 – Design Creativity and Value Methodology 3(3-0) Electives (12 hours)
TEC 328 – Materials and Application in Vehicle Design 3(3-0) Select four courses in consultation with an advisor:
TEC 377 – Vehicle Related Metal Forming and Shaping 3(3-0) TEC 447 – Vehicle Interior Systems Design 3(3-0)
TEC 378 – Vehicle Manufacturing, Assemble and Process Planning 3(3-0) TEC 448 – Vehicle Chassis and Suspension Systems 3(3-0)
TEC 445 – Vehicle Architecture Systems 3(3-0) TEC 449 – Vehicle Power Train Propulsion Systems 3(3-0)
TEC 446 – Vehicle Body Systems Design 3(3-0) TEC 450 – Vehicle Electrical and Lighting Systems 3(3-0)
 TEC 451 – Vehicle HVAC Systems 3(3-0)
 Total: 69 semester hours

Career Opportunities
The Vehicle Engineering Design Technology program at CMU helps develop and enhance a student’s high level of technical sophistication 
and the ability to apply knowledge to a broader range of responsibilities within the automotive industry.The program also encourages the 
development of knowledge and skills that are essential to the automotive design industry.  Such skill areas include design environment, 
lean manufacturing operations, quality/value methodology, process planning, end-of-life vehicle planning, and materials database systems.
Graduates of the VEDT program have found a variety of career opportunities.  Some of these careers may require additional education:
 Quality Specialist Development Specialist Material Specialist Design Engineer
 Sales Manager Project Leader Trainer Supervisor
 Account Manager Technical Specialist  

Corporations, businesses, and agencies that have hired  
graduates of the VEDT program at Central Michigan  
University include:
•	 General Motors Corporation
•	 DaimlerChrysler Corporation
•	 Ford Motor Company
•	 Nissan Motor Company
•	 Roush Industries
•	 TRW
•	 General Dynamics
•	 Yazaki North America Inc.
•	 Johnson Controls
•	 Lear Corporation
•	 Behr Group
•	 Altair Engineering Inc.
•	 Tower Automotive
•	 Cooper-Standard
•	 Valeo Climate
•	 SPX Corporation
•	 SKD Automotive
•	 Robert Bosch Company
•	 Arvin Meritor Inc.
•	 Quality Steel
•	 Prestige Engineering
•	 Fiamm
•	 ITT Industries
•	 Collins & Aikman Corporation
•	 Inergy Automotive
•	 Irvin Automotive
•	 Saturn Electronics & Engineering Inc.
•	 Camber Corporation
•	 Mahle Technology Inc.
•	 Webasto Roof Systems Inc.
•	 Visteon
•	 MSX International
•	 EDS
•	 Milton Manufacturing
•	 The Standard Product Company

For More Information
To learn more about undergraduate admission to  
Central Michigan University, contact: 

Admissions Office, Warriner Hall 102
Central Michigan University, Mount Pleasant, MI 48859
Telephone: (989) 774-3076 or (888) 292-5366 (toll free)
Fax: (989) 774-7267
cmuadmit@cmich.edu
www.cmich.edu

To learn more about the Vehicle Engineering Design Technology 
program at CMU, contact:

Department of Engineering and Technology
Engineering and Technology Building 100
Central Michigan University, Mount Pleasant, MI 48859
Telephone: (989) 774-3033 Fax: (989) 774-4900
www.cst.cmich.edu

CMU Off-Campus Programs
802 Industrial Drive, Mount Pleasant, MI 48858
Telephone: (877) 268-4636
www.cel.cmich.edu

CMU Students Cristian Pol (striped shirt), 
Azmaan Khan (white shirt), and David 
Voghtmann (brown shirt)

CMU student Bryan Busha
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Whether you teach Woodworking, Metalworking, Con-
struction, Welding, Autobody or Industrial Technology

Curriculums,  
Braun Machinery provides 

Machines; Cutting tools; Abrasive wheels, discs and 
papers; Saw blades; Fasteners; Coolants; Tool hold-
ers; Vises and Clamps; Measuring tools; Hand tools,  

Workbenches, Storage units and much more.

We are the single source for your needs.  
Simple. Sensible. Cost Effective. 

We offer you the distinctive advantages of Personal service and Top quality, 
Industrial rated products that meet the requirements of your students’ work 

As a MITES member, you are first to know 
that all educational institutions purchase as a 
consortium at Braun Machinery.  Your collec-
tive purchases allow us to pass on excep-
tional savings to your school districts.   

Sandpaper, Belts and Discs,

Grinding Wheels

and Stones.

Call Braun Machinery at 800-968-1000
or visit us online at www.braunmachinery.com

If you need a catalog, prices or want to place an order, 
e-mail or call:

Angie        aparr@braunmachinery.com 
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As a Certified SolidWorks    
Professional Education provider, 
DASI Solutions provides the   
training you need to teach    
Advanced Designing Engineers. 

COMPLETE LESSON PLANS  
& COURSEWARE PROVIDED! 

Your Education!   
Call (888)327.2974  

Online: 

Ensure your students a promising 
future! Teach them SolidWorks 
3D Design & Analysis ~Not just 
pretty pictures. 

You can Afford it,  
Teach it,                 
Students Learn it,     
Local industries use it 

MITES 2008 Convention and Student Competitions 
Lansing

May 7-10, 2008
HOTEL INFORMATION 

Radisson Hotel 
Room rates are $110.00 per night with an additional $7 valet parking fee per day (mandatory). 

Total before taxes $117. 
Deadline April 7, 2008. 

Reservations can be made by: 

Calling the hotel direct at 517-482-0188 and ask for the MITES conference of the Michigan Industrial & 
Technology Education Society. 

Calling the 800 # at 1-800-333-3333 and ask for the MITES conference. 

Online:
http://www.radisson.com/reservation/resEntrance.do?pacLink=Y&promoCode=MITES&hotelCode=LANSING

The Radisson accepts tax exemption certificates for school related activities (State tax only). The form is available 
at www.mites.cc or your school business office. 
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Name: _______________________________________________________              Corporation Federal ID. #:

Home Address: ________________________________________    _____________________________

__________________________  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __      Phone (        ) __________________
                 city                                                                     9-digit  zip
School District: _____________________________________

School: __________________________________________________

School Address: ___________________________________________
                                                       number                                          street  
_________________________________  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __    

School Phone No. (       ) ________________________________
E-Mail Address:_______________________________________
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP $35.00 _______
DONATION TO MITES ENDOWMENT FUND           _______
FULL TIME STUDENT $10.00 _______
RETIRED                                                          $10.00  _______
Department __________________________________________
Your Position _________________________________________
Subject Area (s)  ______________________________________
____________________________________________________  
Grade Level(s) _______________  Degree(s) held ___________

first                                            middle                                                       last

number                                            street                                  

MICHIGAN INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Please complete all information.  Please type or print.

Please make check payable to MITES.  Fill in application.  
Mail to: Lawrence Ridley 1919 Teel Ave. Lansing, MI 48910-3117

            city                                                                                            9-digit  zip I.S.D. serving your district:
____________________

County ______________

Region where
Employed:
____________________
See Map

PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 
Michigan Industrial and Technology Education Society 80th Annual Convention 

May 7-10, 2008, Lansing, MI 

Name: _______________________________________________  

Email: ________________________________________________ 

Spouse: (if attending) ___________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________  

City: ______________________ State: ____ Zip: ____________  

School: ______________________________________________  

School District: _______________________________________  

MITES Region: ______ Telephone: (        ) __________________  

Please fill in the appropriate amounts: 

Advanced Registration (member) ................ $75.00  $ __________ 

Advanced Registration (non-member) ........$110.00  $ __________ 

Registration at convention (member)........... $95.00  $ __________ 

Registration at convention (non-member)...$130.00  $ __________ 

Registration – Retired member ...................... $0.00  $ __________ 

Membership (yearly) 

Regular........................................... $35.00  $ __________ 

Retired ........................................... $10.00  $ __________ 

Student ........................................... $10.00  $ __________ 

Donation to the MITES Endowment Fund .............   $ __________ 

Banquet Ticket (advanced) .................___ x $32.00  $ __________ 

Banquet Ticket at convention..............___ x $42.00  $ __________ 

Total Paid .................................................................. $ __________ 

Return this form and a check made out to MITES
by April 15, 2008

Mail to: 
Lawrence Ridley
1919 Teel Ave. 
Lansing, MI 48910-3117 
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first                                            middle                                                       last
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2008 MITES STUDENT PROJECT 
COMPETITION RULES BOOK

can be viewed or downloaded from the  

MITES website at www.mites.cc.

RULES CHANGES!!!!

Mites Convention  
2008

May 7-10 
Lansing

Pre-register now!

Pre-registration  

saves you money!

Deadline is April 15th

2008 Rules

The new 2008 rules 

have been posted  

on the website:  

www.mites.cc

2007  
Convention Photos

Looking for a photo? Abe Zain and Rick 

Silet took approximately 1,000 photos 

at the May Convention/Competitions. 

As an inexpensive service to 

members, student and  parents, 

Abe has all individual photos 

available for purchase on his website 

 www.sooview.biz (MITES STATE 07)


